RADICAL OBEDIENCE, Deut. 30, Luke 10
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Deuteronomy 30:9b-10a   The LORD will again delight in you… 10 if you obey the LORD your God and keep his commands and decrees that are written in this Book of the Law…

Luke 10:27&28   He answered: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" 

28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." 

Pray

How many of you had the opportunity to see the “Sermon on the ‘Mount’” at the Fairgrounds last weekend?  Breaking the wild horse the first night was fascinating to me.  But the second night when the trained horses did what they were told…really honored the trainer.  Especially when he put a pile of trash on the ground and told the horse to come to him through it.  The horse trusted the trainer… and obeyed.
The horses that make it to that point of obedience are very valuable to the owner.

Horses that won’t submit to the training are basically worthless…only good for glue and dog food.  They disqualify themselves from important work.

This parallels the authentic Christian life:  

1. God brings us to the point of faith and trust.

2. Then God brings us to the point of RADICAL OBEDIENCE and usefulness.

3. The goal is that with just a whisper, God can even ask us to walk anywhere (through a pile of trash) and trust Him.

4. This brings great glory to God.

I.  THE FOUNDATION OF LOVE

Luke 10:25ff.

1. Rich young ruler wanted to know how to obtain eternal life.

2. Jesus tells him to love God with all his heart and his neighbor as himself.

3. True Christian faith is not complex:  it is to love  God and our neighbor.

God demonstrates His love for us in two primary ways:

1. God’s love is seen in the Creation:   Plants and animals, mountains and lakes…  “Every good and perfect gift comes from God.”  I was walking the dog early one Sunday morning.  Most people were asleep.  But Mr. Graber, a farmer up the street from our house, was on his way to church.  We noted the beautiful weather and excellent crops and both agreed that God has been so very good to us and given us so much that the least we can do is take time to gather in church and thank Him.  God spoke to us that morning through the glorious creation.

2. God’s love is perfectly seen at Calvary:  1 John 4:10  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
3. Song:  Just to think of the cross, moves me now.  The nails in his hands, his bleeding brow.  Just to think of the cross, moves me now.  It could have been me; it could have been me.  Instead I am free, I am free!

True faith loves the Lord Jesus Christ who shed his Holy blood on the cross.  It was love that caused God to create us and love that caused Christ to redeem us.  And it is only love that can be the basis of a healthy relationship with God.

Young MARTIN LUTHER focused on God’s wrath and the sin in his life…and He could not force himself to love a Holy God.  But when he finally saw God’s love for him in Jesus Christ, faith broke forth in his heart and he was joyfully born again.

A horse may be beaten into submission but the trainer will never have his heart.   The trainer will always wonder when that horse will turn on him.  But the horse broken by love can be trained to the point that you can count on him more than you can another man.  So I am told.  The difference is the foundation of love.

II.  THE FRUIT OF RADICAL OBEDIENCE

2 John 6a And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. 

God is in the business of bringing our lives into RADICAL OBEDIENCE.  God’s goal for our lives is to use us.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

RADICAL OBEDIENCE is the key.  King Saul did not obey God in the little things…  The prophet Samuel told him 1 Samuel 15:22 …To obey is better than sacrifice…  

In our Old Testament Lesson God reminds His people of the blessing of radical obedience.  Read Deuteronomy 28-30 this week.  These are the last words of Moses to the people before they enter the promised land.

They were detained 40 years because their fathers rebelled. Moses was not even permitted to enter Canaan because He had disobeyed God.  Moses reminds the new generation that if they obey God’s commandments that they will be blessed with the good weather, excellent crops and heaven’s protection.  But if they disobey God, they would be destroyed by war and disease.

Read the book of Judges.  When they obeyed God, life was good.  When they went after witchcraft and sin they cursed themselves.

Sound familiar?

I believe that terrorism and the war in Iraq is a self-inflicted curse upon our land.  We have rejected the Ten Commandments, we have dishonored the name of Jesus, we have embraced perversion.  Friday’s Wisconsin State Journal had a fancy colored article on the front page promoting the midnight sales of the last “Harry Potter” witchcraft book.  Our nation has gone crazy about witchcraft.  

Sunday is no longer a holy Sabbath.  Young people today don’t have a clue that Sunday is for worship and rest.  Young people today don’t remember when churches were packed and businesses were closed on Sunday…do you remember that?  I remember when Christian farmers never did field work on Sunday…do you remember that? Sharon’s dad never plowed or baled hay on Sunday.  But some started on Sunday afternoon, then others did it on Sunday mornings, now it is hard to find a farmer that even attends church if it gets in his way.  My great aunt did not even believe a person should do needlepoint on Sunday.  Remember Eric Liddell from “Chariot’s of Fire?” He would not run on the Sabbath.   People today have never heard of such a thing. Sunday has become a work and play day.  It’s not just farmers:  auctions are on Sunday, sports are on Sunday, restaurants are open on Sunday, and Malls are open on Sunday.  We have become lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. The Bible says that this is a sign of the end of the world and the return of Christ. 

It is no wonder we can’t have the Ten Commandments in the schools, because professing Christians do not even obey them.  Remember the Sabbath Day to Keep it Holy.
What will it take for us to obey God?  Will it take a nuclear bomb?  Will it take an anthrax epidemic?  9-11 did not wake us up.  Iraq did not wake us up…what will?  I have 3 hours of prayer time at our church each week and almost no one comes…not even for 15 minutes.  If the church doesn’t seek God, who will?

Pastor James Asp was a country preacher.  He once told about the time he went to one of his parishioners and asked if he could conduct a Bible study in their home.  They turned him down because they said that they were too busy.  A short while later their son was crushed under a loaded wagon as he tried to change a flat tire.  They called for Pastor Asp to come to the farm.  The pastor was amazed that now there was plenty of time for devotions…plenty of time for a funeral… But it was too late for their son.  He was lost…for eternity.

Does God have first place today? Are there areas of disobedience? The world is watching to see of our faith is real.

True Christian faith is demonstrated by love for Christ and radical obedience to His Word.     

CONCLUSION

William Borden was from a wealthy family in England.  He came to know the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior at a young age.  His love for Christ compelled him to leave his parents and go to India to share the gospel.  It cost him his fortune.  But he went in obedience to the Holy Spirit.  On the way he became ill and died in Egypt.  Under his pillow they found this note.  “No retreat, No reserve, No regrets.”   That is radical obedience.  

If a trusting and obedient horse can bring great honor to his trainer, our faith and obedience can bring great honor to God.  May our lives be marked by fervent love for Christ and radical obedience to His Word.  

Let us pray:  God our Father.  We have sinned against you by our lack of trust.  We have sinned against you by disobeying your Word and Spirit.  Teach us to trust and obey so that you can reveal your glory to a skeptical world through our transformed lives.  Take away our wild rebellious spirit and train us to the point of radical obedience for your glory.     Amen

